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of the Supreme Preciousness of Christ
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EM Hymns: 547, 1345

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:7, 19; 2:4, 6-7; 3:4; 2 Pet. 1:1, 4
So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes though it is
proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
But with precious blood, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ;
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, | lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and precious; and he
who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame."
To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The stone which the
builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner,”
But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is
very costly in the sight of God.
Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been allotted faith equally
precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these
you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the
world by lust.

I. The believers in Christ should have a change in their concept of value—Matt.

23:16-26; 1 Sam. 16:7; Luke 16:15; 9:54-56; 1Pet. 3:4; Phil. 3:7-8:
Matt 23:16  Woe to you, blind guides, who say, Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but

whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound.

Matt 23:17  Fools and blind men, which is greater, the gold or the temple which sanctifies the gold?
Matt 23:18  And, Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift which is upon

it, he is bound.

Matt 23:19  Blind men, which is greater, the gift or the altar which sanctifies the gift?

Matt 23:20  Therefore he who swears by the altar swears by it and by all the things upon it;

Matt 23:21  And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by Him who dwells in it;

Matt 23:22  And he who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon it.
Matt 23:23  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you give a tenth of the mint and the

anise and the cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law-justice and
mercy and faithfulness. But these you should have done and not neglected the others.

Matt 23:24  Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but swallow the camel!
Matt 23:25  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and

the dish, but inwardly they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.

Matt 23:26  Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and the dish so that their outside also may

become clean.

1 Sam 16:7 But Jehovah said to Samuel, Do not regard his appearance and the height of his stature,

because | have rejected him. For it is not how man sees that matters; for man looks on the
outward appearance, but Jehovah looks on the heart.

Luke 16:15 And He said to them, You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows

your hearts; for that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.

Luke 9:54 And seeing this, the disciples James and John said, Lord, do You want us to command fire

to come down from heaven and consume them?

Luke 9:55 But turning, He rebuked them and said, You do not know of what kind of spirit you are.
Luke 9:56 The Son of Man has not come to destroy men's lives but to save them. And they went into

another village.

Luke 3:4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "A voice of one crying in the



Phil 3:7
Phil 3:8

1.

wilderness, Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight His paths.

But what things were gains to me, these | have counted as loss on account of Christ.

But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the loss of all

things and count them as refuse that | may gain Christ

A.  The proper concept of value for the believers can be seen in their estimation and assessment
of the following aspects of Christ and His full salvation:

Their valuation of the Lord Jesus as the chief cornerstone for the building up of the

church—Psa. 118:22; 1 Pet. 2:7.

Psa 118:22
1 Pet 2.7

The stone which the builders rejected / Has become the head of the corner.
To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The
stone which the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner,”

Their valuation of the Lord Jesus in comparison to their relatives—Matt. 10:37-38;
Luke 18:26-30; 1 Pet. 1:1, 17; 2:11a.

Matt 10:37
Matt 10:38
Luke 18:26
Luke 18:27
Luke 18:28
Luke 18:29
Luke 18:30
1 Pet 1:1

1 Pet 1:17

1 Pet 2:11a

He who loves father or mother above Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves
son or daughter above Me is not worthy of Me;

And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
And those who heard said, Then who can be saved?

But He said, The things that are impossible with men are possible with God.
And Peter said, Behold, we have left our own things and have followed You.
And He said to them, Truly | say to you that there is no one who has left house
or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God,
Who shall not by all means receive back many times as much in this time, and
in the coming age, eternal life.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the sojourners of the dispersion of Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

Beloved, | entreat you as strangers and sojourners to abstain from fleshly lusts, ...

Their valuation of Christ as the treasure of justice in comparison to earthly treasure—
Job 22:23-28; Matt. 12:18-21; Isa. 42:1-4; 1 Pet. 1:18-20.

Job 22:23
Job 22:24

Job 22:25
Job 22:26

Job 22:27
Job 22:28

Matt 12:18
Matt 12:19
Matt 12:20

Matt 12:21
Isa 42:1

Isa 42:2
Isa 42:3

Isa 42:4

1 Pet 1:18

If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up. / If you put injustice far away
from your tents,

And place your gold nuggets in the dust / And your gold of Ophir in the stones
of the brooks,

Then the Almighty will be your gold nuggets / And precious silver to you.

For then you will delight yourself in the Almighty, / And you will lift up your
countenance to God.

You will pray to Him, and He will hear you; / And you will repay your vows.

You will also decree something, and it will be established for you; / And light
will shine on your ways.

"Behold, My Servant whom | have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul has
found delight. | will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will announce justice to the
Gentiles.

He will not strive nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench until He
brings forth justice unto victory.

And in His name will the Gentiles hope."

Here is My Servant, whom | uphold, / My chosen One in whom My soul delights;
/ I have put My Spirit upon Him, / And He will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out, nor lift up His voice, / Nor make His voice heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break; / And a dimly burning flax He will not
extinguish; / He will bring forth justice in truth.

He will not faint, nor will He be discouraged, / Until He has established justice
in the earth; / And the coastlands will wait for His instruction.

Knowing that it was not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, that you were
redeemed from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers,



1 Pet 1:19

1 Pet 1:20

But with precious blood, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot, the
blood of Christ;

Who was foreknown before the foundation of the world but has been
manifested in the last of times for your sake,

4.  Their valuation of the knowledge of Christ in comparison to all things—v. 8; 2 Pet.
1:2-3, 8; 2:20; 3:18.

1 Pet1:8

2 Pet1:2

2 Pet1:3

2 Pet 1:8

2 Pet 2:20

2 Pet 3:18

Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present,
yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,

Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord;

Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things which relate to life and
godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who has called us by His own
glory and virtue,

For these things, existing in you and abounding, constitute you neither idle nor
unfruitful unto the full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

For if, having escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ but having again been entangled in these, they
are defeated, the last state has become worse for them than the first.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and unto the day of eternity. Amen.

5. We need a vision to see that the New Jerusalem is the Triune God, the Divine Trinity,
as three basic factors wrought into and structured together with His redeemed as a
miraculous structure of treasure to be the conclusion of the whole Bible—the gold as
the base of the city typifies God the Father; the pearls as the gates of the city typify
God the Son; and the jasper wall of the city typifies God the Spirit—Rev. 21:18-21;

cf. 1 Cor. 3:12.

Rev 21:18  And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like
clear glass.

Rev 21:19  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone:
the first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the
fourth, emerald;

Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the
ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively,
of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

1 Cor 3:12  But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,

grass, stubble,

We need to ask the Lord to grant us the light to have a thorough change in our concept of
value so that we will continually choose Christ and all that He is as our super-excelling
portion—Mark 9:7-8; 2 Cor. 2:10; 4:7; 1 Pet. 1:8.

Mark 9:7 And a cloud appeared, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud: This
is My Son, the Beloved. Hear Him!

Mark 9:8 And suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone, but Jesus only
with them.

2 Cor2:10  But whom you forgive anything, | also forgive; for also what | have forgiven, if | have
forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be
of God and not out of us.
1 Pet1:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present, yet

believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,
“If you bring out the precious from the worthless,/You will be as My mouth”—Jer. 15:19;

cf. v. 16:

Jer 15:16 Your words were found and | ate them, / And Your word became to me / The gladness
and joy of my heart, / For | am called by Your name, / O Jehovah, God of hosts.

1.  We must treasure the Lord’s words more than our apportioned food, tasting the Lord
in His word as the reality of the good land flowing with nourishing milk and fresh



honey for us to dispense to God’s people for their full salvation—Job 23:12; 1 Pet.
2:2-5; Psa. 119:103; Deut. 8:8; S. S. 4:11a.

Job 23:12

1 Pet 2:2

1 Pet 2:3
1 Pet2:4

1 Pet 2:5

Psa 119:103

Deut 8:8

S.S. 4:11a

As for the commandment of His lips, | have not turned back from it; / | have
treasured the words of His mouth more than my apportioned food.

As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you
may grow unto salvation,

If you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and
precious,

You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house
into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter than honey to my mouth!

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;

Your lips drip fresh honey, my bride; / Honey and milk are under your tongue; ...

2. We must treasure the Lord’s words more than all earthly riches so that we can speak
oracles of God to dispense the unsearchable riches of Christ as the varied grace of
God—Psa. 119:72, 9-16; Eph. 3:8; 2 Cor. 6:10; 1 Pet. 4:10-11.

Psa 119:72
Psa 119:9
Psa 119:10
Psa 119:11
Psa 119:12
Psa 119:13
Psa 119:14
Psa 119:15
Psa 119:16
Eph 3:8

2 Cor 6:10
1 Pet 4:10

1 Pet 4:11

The law of Your mouth is better to me / Than thousands of pieces of gold and
silver.

With what should a young man keep his way pure? / By guarding it according
to Your word.

With all my heart | have sought You; / Do not let me wander from Your
commandments.

In my heart | have treasured up Your word / That | might not sin against You.
Blessed are You, O Jehovah; / Teach me Your statutes.

With my lips | have declared / All the ordinances of Your mouth.

| have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies / As much as in all riches.

| will muse upon Your precepts / And regard Your ways.

| will take delight in Your statutes; / | will not forget Your word.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

As made sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having
nothing and yet possessing all things.

Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves as good
stewards of the varied grace of God.

If anyone speaks, as speaking oracles of God; if anyone ministers, as
ministering out of the strength which God supplies; that in all things God may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might forever
and ever. Amen.

II. Peter saw that Christ Himself is the preciousness to His believers—2:7; cf.
Phil. 3:8:

1 Pet 2:7

Phil 3:8

A.

To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The stone which

the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner,"

But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as refuse that | may gain Christ

Peter was charmed (attracted and captivated) by the Lord to such an extent that even though
he was rebuked by the Lord many times and failed miserably, he still followed the Lord as
his Shepherd until his martyrdom—Luke 5:8-11; Mark 14:67-72; 16:7; John 21:15-22; 2

Pet. 1:14-15:

Luke 5:8 And when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from
me, for | am a sinful man, Lord.

Luke 5:9 For amazement had taken possession of him and all who were with him, because of

the catch of the fish which they took;



Luke 5:10

Luke 5:11

Mark 14:67

Mark 14:68

Mark 14:69

Mark 14:70

Mark 14:71

Mark 14:72

Mark 16:7

John 21:15

John 21:16

John 21:17

John 21:18

John 21:19

John 21:20

John 21:21
John 21:22

2 Pet1:14

2 Pet 1:15

And likewise also James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, Do not be afraid. From now on you will be catching
men alive.

And when they had brought the boats to the land, they left all and followed Him.

And seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, You also were with
the Nazarene, Jesus.

But he denied it, saying, | neither know nor understand what you are talking about.
And he went outside into the forecourt, and a rooster crowed.

And the servant girl, seeing him, began again to say to those standing by, This man
is one of them!

But again he denied it. And after a little while, those standing by again said to Peter,
Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean as well.

But he began to curse and to swear, | do not know this man of whom you speak!

And immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered the word,
how Jesus had said to him, Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three
times. And thinking upon it, he wept.

But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you into Galilee. There you
will see Him, even as He told you.

Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John,
do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love
You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.

He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to
Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved
that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You
know all things; You know that | love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

Truly, truly, | say to you, When you were younger, you girded yourself and walked
where you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go.

Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when
He had said this, He said to him, Follow Me.

Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also
reclined on His breast at the supper and said, Lord, who is the one betraying You?
Peter therefore, seeing him, said to Jesus, Lord, and what about this man?

Jesus said to him, If | want him to remain until | come, what is that to you? You follow
Me.

Knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is imminent, even as also our Lord
Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

Moreover | will also be diligent that you may be able, after my exodus, to bring these
things to mind at all times.

1.  Peter realized that he, James, and John had been admitted into the highest degree of
initiation at the Lord’s transfiguration, admitted to be the initiated spectators of His
majesty—vv. 16-18; cf. 1 Pet. 5:1.

2 Pet 1:16

2 Pet 1:17

2 Pet 1:18

1 Pet 5:1

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we became eyewitnesses of
that One's majesty.

For He received from God the Father honor and glory, a voice such as this
being borne to Him by the magnificent glory: This is My Son, My Beloved, in
whom | delight.

And this voice we heard being borne out of heaven while we were with Him in
the holy mountain.

Therefore the elders among you | exhort, who am a fellow elder and witness of
the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory to be revealed:

In His ascension, Christ is “the Majestic’—He is our God and Savior (2 Pet. 1:1) and

the Lord of all (1 Pet. 3:22; Acts 2:36) as our Judge, our Lawmaker, and our King in
God’s government (Isa. 33:21-22) in order to dispense Himself into us to be our
enjoyment for our full salvation (Rev. 22:1).

2 Pet 1:1

Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been



allotted faith equally precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:

1 Pet 3:22 Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, angels and
authorities and powers being subjected to Him.

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

Isa 33:21 But there the Majestic, Jehovah, will be for us / A place of rivers and broad
streams, / On which no boat with oars will go / And no majestic ship will pass.

Isa 33:22 For Jehovah is our Judge, / Jehovah is our Lawmaker, / Jehovah is our King;
He will save us.

Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
The precious stone for God’s building is Christ Himself—1 Pet. 2:4, 6-8.

1 Pet 2:4 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,

1 Pet 2:6 For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, | lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and
precious; and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame."

1 Pet 2.7 To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The stone
which the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner,"

1 Pet 2:8 And, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; who stumble at the word, being

disobedient, to which also they were appointed.

The precious blood of Christ has redeemed us from our vain manner of life—1:14, 18-19.

1Pet1:14  As children of obedience, do not be fashioned according to the former lusts in your
ignorance;

1 Pet1:18 Knowing that it was not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, that you were
redeemed from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers,

1 Pet 1:19  But with precious blood, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of
Christ;

The precious and exceedingly great promises have been granted to us by our God and

Savior, Jesus Christ—2 Pet. 1:1, 4; cf. Isa. 42:6; Heb. 8:8-12:

2 Pet1:1 Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been allotted
faith equally precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus
Christ:

2 Pet1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that

through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.

Isa 42:6 I am Jehovah; | have called You in righteousness; / | have held You by the hand; / |
have kept You and | have given You / As a covenant for the people, as a light for the
nations;

Heb 8:8 For finding fault with them He says, "Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, and
I will consummate a new covenant upon the house of Israel and upon the house of
Judah,

Heb 8:9 Not according to the covenant which | made with their fathers in the day when | took
them by their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, because they did not
continue in My covenant, and | disregarded them, says the Lord.

Heb 8:10 For this is the covenant which | will covenant with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: | will impart My laws into their mind, and on their hearts | will
inscribe them; and | will be God to them, and they will be a people to Me.

Heb 8:11 And they shall by no means each teach his fellow citizen and each his brother,
saying, Know the Lord; for all will know Me from the little one to the great one among
them.

Heb 8:12 For | will be propitious to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins | shall by no means

remember anymore."
1. By calling on the precious name of the Lord, we drink of Him as the cup of salvation,
enjoying Him as the reality of all the precious and exceedingly great promises of God
for the goal of God’s building—Acts 4:10-12; Psa. 116:12-13.
Acts 4:10 Let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that in the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified and whom God has raised from
the dead, in this name this man stands before you in good health.
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Acts 4:11 This is the stone which was considered as nothing by you, the builders, which

has become the head of the corner.

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no other, for neither is there another name under

heaven given among men in which we must be saved.

Psa 116:12 What shall | return to Jehovah / For all His benefits toward me?
Psa 116:13 | will take up the cup of salvation / And call upon the name of Jehovah.

2.  These precious promises are embodied in the word of God; by pray-reading the
promises, we partake of and enjoy the divine nature so that we may grow and develop
in life unto the maturity of life to enjoy a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—2 Pet. 1:4-11.

2 Pet1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises

that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

2 Pet1:5 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence, supply bountifully in your
faith virtue; and in virtue, knowledge;

2 Pet 1:6 And in knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, endurance; and in
endurance, godliness;

2 Pet 1:7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love.

2 Pet 1:8 For these things, existing in you and abounding, constitute you neither idle nor

unfruitful unto the full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Pet1:9 For he in whom these things are not present is blind, being shortsighted,

having forgotten the cleansing of his past sins.

2 Pet 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be the more diligent to make your calling and selection

firm, for doing these things you shall by no means ever stumble.

2 Pet 1:11 For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully supplied to you.

E.  God has allotted to all the believers equally precious faith—v. 1; Rom. 12:3.
2 Pet1:1 Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been allotted

faith equally precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus
Christ:

Rom 12:3 For | say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think

more highly of himself than he ought to think, but to think so as to be sober-minded,
as God has apportioned to each a measure of faith.

F.  The precious proving of our faith is by various trials that come through sufferings—1 Pet.

1:6-7.

1 Pet1:6 In which time you exult, though for a little while at present, if it must be, you have
been made sorrowful by various trials,

1 Pet 1:7 So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes

though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ;

III. The vision of Christ in glory was seen by Isaiah in his depression—Isa. 6:1-8;
cf. 5:20; 22:1; 2 Chron. 26:1-5:

Isa 6:1

Isa 6:2

Isa 6:3

Isa 6:4

Isa 6:5

Isa 6:6

Isa 6:7

In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty throne, and the
train of His robe filled the temple.

Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: With two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; / The whole earth is
filled with His glory.

And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice of him who called, and the house
was filled with smoke.

Then | said, Woe is me, for | am finished! / For | am a man of unclean lips, / And in the midst
of a people of unclean lips | dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had taken from
the altar with a pair of tongs.

And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips, / Your
iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.



Isa 6:8

Isa 5:20

Isa 22:1

2 Chron 26:1

2 Chron 26:2
2 Chron 26:3

2 Chron 26:4
2 Chron 26:5

A.

Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send? Who will go for Us? And |
said, Here am |; send me.

Woe to those who call evil good, / And good evil; / Who put darkness for light, / And light for
darkness; / Who put bitter for sweet, / And sweet for bitter!

The burden concerning the valley of vision: What then troubles you / That all have gone up
to the housetops?

And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in
the place of his father Amaziah.

It was he who built Eloth and restored it to Judah after the king slept with his fathers.

Uzziah was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in
Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jechiliah, from Jerusalem.

And he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah, according to all that Amaziah his father
had done.

And he set himself to seek after God during the days of Zechariah, who had understanding
in the vision of God; and as long as he sought after Jehovah, God caused him to prosper.

The evil time during Isaiah’s days is seen by the Lord’s warning word—“Woe to those who
call evil good, /And good evil; /Who put darkness for light, /And light for darkness; /Who
put bitter for sweet, /And sweet for bitter!”—Isa. 5:20.

In spite of the rebellion, iniquities, and corruptions of God’s chosen and beloved people,

Christ,

as the Lord, the King, Jehovah of hosts, is still sitting on a high and lofty throne in

glory—©6:1-5; Lam. 5:19; Rev. 22:1.

Isa 6:1

Isa 6:2

Isa 6:3

Isa 6:4

Isa 6:5

In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty throne, and
the train of His robe filled the temple.

Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: With two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; / The whole
earth is filled with His glory.

And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke.

Then | said, Woe is me, for | am finished! / For | am a man of unclean lips, / And in
the midst of a people of unclean lips | dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen the King,
Jehovah of hosts.

Lam 5:19 You, O Jehovah, abide forever; / Your throne is from generation to generation.
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the

throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

The One who was seen by Isaiah was Christ—Isa. 6:5b; John 12:38-41:

Isa 6:5b

... Yet my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.

John 12:38  That the word of the prophet Isaiah which he said might be fulfilled, "Lord, who has

believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"

John 12:39  For this reason they could not believe, because again Isaiah said,
John 12:40 "He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, that they might not see with

their eyes and understand with their heart and turn, and | will heal them."

John 12:41  These things said Isaiah because he saw His glory and spoke concerning Him.

1. John, in his account of Christ’s living and working on earth, said that Isaiah “saw His
glory and spoke concerning Him”—v. 41.

2. In order to see the vision of the glorious enthroned Christ, we need to take heed to
Isaiah’s warning word (Isa. 6:9-10) by exercising our spirit to pray that the Lord
would open our inner eyes, soften our heart, and keep our heart turned to Him so that
we may receive His inner healing of our blindness and sickness (John 12:40; Matt.
13:14-17; Acts 28:25-27; Rev. 3:18; 4:2; 2 Cor. 3:16-18).

Isa 6:9 And He said, Go and say to this people, Hear indeed, but do not perceive; /

And see indeed, but do not understand.

Isa 6:10 Make the heart of this people numb; / Dull their ears, / And seal their eyes; /

Lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, / And their heart perceive
and return, and they are healed.

John 12:40 "He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, that they might not see



with their eyes and understand with their heart and turn, and | will heal them."

Matt 13:14  And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, "In hearing
you shall hear and by no means understand, and seeing you shall see and by
no means perceive.

Matt 13:15  For the heart of this people has become fat, and with their ears they have
heard heavily, and their eyes they have closed, lest they perceive with their
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart, and they turn
around, and | will heal them."

Matt 13:16  But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.

Matt 13:17  For truly | say to you that many prophets and righteous men have desired to
perceive the things that you see, and have not perceived them, and to hear the
things that you hear, and have not heard them.

Acts 28:25  And when they disagreed with one another, they departed, Paul saying one word
to them, Well has the Holy Spirit spoken through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers,

Acts 28:26  Saying, "Go to this people and say, In hearing you shall hear and by no means
understand, and seeing you will see and by no means perceive;

Acts 28:27  For the heart of this people has become fat, and with their ears they have
heard heavily, and their eyes they have closed, lest they perceive with their
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart, and they turn
around, and | will heal them."

Rev 3:18 | counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and
white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness
may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see.

Rev 4:2 Immediately | was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and
upon the throne there was One sitting;

2 Cor 3:16  But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

2 Cor 3:17  And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

2 Cor 3:18  But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as from the Lord Spirit.

Christ’s long robe signifies His splendor in His virtues, expressed mainly in and through

His humanity; that Christ was wearing a long robe indicates that He appeared to Isaiah in

the image of a man; Christ is the enthroned God-man with the divine glory expressed in His

human virtues—Isa. 6:1; cf. Ezek. 1:26, 22; Acts 2:36; Heb. 2:9a.

Isa 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty throne, and
the train of His robe filled the temple.

Ezek 1:26 And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, like
the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was One in
appearance like a man, above it.

Ezek 1:22 And over the heads of the living creature there was the likeness of an expanse, like
the sight of awesome crystal, stretched forth over their heads above.

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.
Heb 2:9a But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the

suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, ...
Isaiah saw Christ in His holiness based on His righteousness—Isa. 6:2-3:

Isa 6:2 Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: With two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
Isa 6:3 And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; / The whole

earth is filled with His glory.
1.  The seraphim signify or represent the holiness of Christ, the embodiment of the
Triune God; they were standing there for Christ’s holiness.
2. Christ’s holiness is based on His righteousness; because Christ was always righteous,

He was sanctified, separated, from the common people—5:16.
Isa 5:16 But Jehovah of hosts is exalted in judgment, / And the holy God shows Himself
holy in righteousness.

As a result of seeing this vision, Isaiah was terminated, finished, realizing that he was a



man of unclean lips, dwelling in the midst of a people of unclean lips—6:5:
Isa 6:5 Then | said, Woe is me, for | am finished! / For | am a man of unclean lips, / And in

the midst of a people of unclean lips | dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen the King,
Jehovah of hosts.

In the New Testament sense, seeing God equals gaining God; to gain God is to
receive God in His element, in His life, and in His nature so that we may be
constituted with God—-cf. Gen. 13:14-15; Gal. 3:14; Matt. 5:8.

Gen 13:14  And Jehovah said to Abram after Lot had separated from him, Now lift up your
eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and
eastward and westward;

Gen 13:15  For all the land that you see | will give to you and to your seed forever.

Gal 3:14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Seeing God transforms us, because in seeing God we gain God and receive His
element into us, and our old element is discharged; this metabolic process is
transformation—2 Cor. 3:16—4:1; Rom. 12:2; Phil. 3:8.

2 Cor 3:16  But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.

2 Cor 3:18  But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as from the Lord Spirit.

2 Cor 4:1 Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown mercy, we do not lose
heart;

Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the
renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and well pleasing and perfect.

Phil 3:8 But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that | may gain Christ

The more we see God, know God, and love God, the more we abhor ourselves and the

more we deny ourselves—Job 42:5-6; Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:23; 14:26.

Job 42:5 I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has seen You;

Job 42:6 Therefore | abhor myself, and | repent / In dust and ashes.

Matt 16:24  Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Luke 9:23 And He said to them all, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow Me.

Luke 14:26  If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and sisters, and moreover, even his own soul-life, he
cannot be My disciple.

G.  After Isaiah realized that he was unclean, he was purged by one of the seraphim, signifying
the holiness of God, with an ember from the altar:

1.

The application of this ember by one of the seraphim signifies the effectiveness of
Christ’s redemption accomplished on the cross and applied by “the Spirit the Holy” in
His judging, burning, and sanctifying power—Isa. 6:6-7; 4:4; cf. Luke 12:49; Rev.
4:5.

Isa 6:6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.

Isa 6:7 And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips,
/ Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.

Isa 4:4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and has

cleansed away the bloodstains of Jerusalem from her midst, by the judging
Spirit and the burning Spirit.
Luke 12:49 | have come to cast fire on the earth, and how | wish that it were already
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Rev 4:5

kindled!
And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there

were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits
of God;

Seeing God issues in being purged and cleansed by God, and being cleansed by God
issues in being sent by God to bring His chosen people into a state of living Christ so
that they may express Him in His glory, be saturated with His holiness, and live in His
righteousness—Isa. 6:6-8; 1 John 1:7-9; Acts 13:47; Phil. 1:21a.

Isa 6:6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.

Isa 6:7 And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips,
/ Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.

Isa 6:8 Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send? Who will go for

Us? And | said, Here am I; send me.

1John 1:7  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

1John 1:8  If we say that we do not have sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Acts 13:47  For so the Lord has commanded us, "l have set you as a light of the Gentiles,

that you would be for salvation unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ ...

IV. The vision of the excellent Christ, who appeared to Daniel in His supreme
preciousness as a man, was for Daniel’s appreciation, consolation, encouragement,
and stabilization—Dan. 10:4-9:

Dan 10:4
Dan 10:5

Dan 10:6

Dan 10:7

Dan 10:8

Dan 10:9

And on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, while | was by the great river, that is, the Hiddekel,
| lifted up my eyes and | looked, and there was a certain man, clothed in linen, whose loins
were girded with the fine gold of Uphaz.

His body also was like beryl, His face like the appearance of lightning, His eyes like torches
of fire, His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of His words
like the sound of a multitude.

And |, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision;
instead, a great dread fell on them, and they fled to hide themselves.

Thus | was left alone and | saw this great vision; and no strength was left in me, but my
color turned deathly pale; and | retained no strength.

Yet | heard the sound of His words; and when | heard the sound of His words, | fell into a
deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.

A.  Christ appeared as a Priest in His humanity, signified by the linen robe, to care for His
chosen people in their captivity—v. 5a; Exo. 28:31-35.
Dan 10:5a | lifted up my eyes and | looked, and there was a certain man, clothed in linen, ...
Exo 28:31 And you shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue strands.
Exo 28:32 And there shall be an opening for the head in its center; around its opening there

shall be a binding edge of woven work, like the opening of a coat of mail, so that it will
not be torn.

Exo 28:33 And you shall make on its hem pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet strands,

all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around:

Exo 28:34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, on the hem of

the robe all around.

Exo 28:35 And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he

goes into the sanctuary before Jehovah and when he comes out, so that he may not die.

B.  Christ appeared in His kingship in His divinity, signified by the girdle of gold, for ruling
over all the peoples—Dan. 10:5b.
Dan 10:5b ... whose loins were girded with the fine gold of Uphaz.

C. For His people’s appreciation, Christ appeared in His preciousness and dignity, as signified
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by His body being like beryl; the Hebrew word for beryl could refer to a bluish-green or
yellow precious stone, signifying that Christ in His embodiment is divine (yellow), full of
life (green), and heavenly (blue)—v. 6a.

Dan 10:6a His body also was like beryl, ...

Christ also appeared in His brightness for shining over the people, as signified by His face
being like the appearance of lightning (v. 6b), and in His enlightening sight for searching
and judging, signified by His eyes being like torches of fire (v. 6c¢).

Dan 10:6b ... His face like the appearance of lightning, ...
Dan 10:6¢ ... His eyes like torches of fire, ...

Christ appeared to Daniel in the gleam of His work and move, as signified by His arms and

His feet being like the gleam of polished bronze—v. 6d.

Dan 10:6d ... His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, ...

Christ appeared in His strong speaking for judging people, as signified by the sound of His

words being like the sound of a multitude—v. 6e:

Dan 10:6e ... and the sound of His words like the sound of a multitude.

1. The entire world situation is under the rule of the heavens by the God of the heavens
in order to give Christ the preeminence in all things, to cause Christ to have the first
place in everything—2:34-35; 7:9-10; 4:34-35; Col. 1:15, 18; Rev. 2:4-5.

Dan 2:34 You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the
image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.
Dan 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at

once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the
wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that
struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

Dan 7:9 | watched / Until thrones were set, / And the Ancient of Days sat down. / His
clothing was like white snow, / And the hair of His head was like pure wool; /
His throne was flames of fire, / Its wheels, burning fire.

Dan 7:10 A stream of fire issued forth / And came out from before Him. / Thousands of
thousands ministered to Him, / And ten thousands of ten thousands stood
before Him. / The court of judgment sat, / And the books were opened.

Dan 4:34 And at the end of those days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven,
and reason returned to me; and | blessed the Most High, and | praised and
honored the ever-living One; For His dominion is an eternal dominion, / And His
kingdom is from generation to generation;

Dan 4:35 And all the inhabitants of earth are considered as nothing, / But He does according
to His will in the army of heaven / And among the inhabitants of the earth; / And
there is no one who can resist His hand / Or say to Him, What are You doing?

Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,

Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Rev 2:4 But | have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first
works; but if not, | am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its
place, unless you repent.

2. Christ must have the first place, the preeminence, in our personal universe; today

Christ, the preeminent One, must be the centrality and universality in our church life,

family life, and daily life—Col. 1:17b, 18b; 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:31.

Col 1:17b ... and all things cohere in Him;

Col 1:18b ... He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have
the first place in all things;

Col 3:17 And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
1 Cor 10:31  Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

3. Under His heavenly rule God is using the environment to make Christ the centrality
(the first) and the universality (everything) to us—Rom. 8:28; Col. 1:18, 27; 3:4, 10-
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11.

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.

Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Col 1:27 To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,

Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.

Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,

Col 3:11 Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

As those who have been chosen by God to be His people for Christ’s preeminence, we
are under God’s heavenly rule to make Christ preeminent, to cause Him to have the
first place in everything—Dan. 4:26b, 35; Col. 1:18; 3:4, 10-11; Psa. 27:4.

Dan 4:26b ... your kingdom will be assured to you after you have come to know that the
heavens do rule.

Dan 4:35 And all the inhabitants of earth are considered as nothing, / But He does according
to His will in the army of heaven / And among the inhabitants of the earth; / And
there is no one who can resist His hand / Or say to Him, What are You doing?

Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.

Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,

Col 3:11 Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Psa 27:4 One thing | have asked from Jehovah; / That do | seek: / To dwell in the house

of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to
inquire in His temple.

V. We must redeem the time to enjoy Christ as the supreme preciousness of God
so that we can be constituted with Him to be men of preciousness as His
personal treasure; as we live in His precious presence, enjoying Him as our
portion, even as He enjoys us as His treasure, He builds Himself into us to
make us His spiritual house and His holy and royal priesthood for the
accomplishment of His heart’s desire—1 Pet. 3:4; Dan. 9:23; 10:11, 19; 2 Cor.
2:10; Psa. 16:5; Exo. 19:4-6; 1 Pet. 2:1-9; 2 Pet. 3:8, 11-12.

But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is very costly in the sight of God.

1 Pet 3:4

Dan 9:23

Dan 10:11

Dan 10:19

2 Cor 2:10

Psa 16:5
Exo 19:4

Exo 19:5

At the beginning of your supplications the command went forth, and | have come to tell you,
for you are preciousness itself. Therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.
And he said to me, Daniel, man of preciousness, understand the words that | am about to
tell you and stand in your place, for | have now been sent to you. And when he had spoken
this word to me, | stood up trembling.

And he said, Do not be afraid, man of preciousness. Peace to you. Be strong, yes, be
strong. And when he spoke to me, | received strength and said, Speak, sir, for you have
strengthened me.

But whom you forgive anything, | also forgive; for also what | have forgiven, if | have
forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot.

You have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how | bore you on eagles' wings and
brought you to Myself.

Now therefore if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be
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Exo 19:6
1 Pet 2:1
1 Pet 2:2
1 Pet 2:3
1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5
1 Pet 2:6
1 Pet 2:7
1 Pet 2:8

1 Pet 2:9

2 Pet 3:8
2 Pet 3:11

2 Pet 3:12

My personal treasure from among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine.

And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that
you shall speak to the children of Israel.

Therefore putting away all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil
speakings,

As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may grow
unto salvation,

If you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,

You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, | lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and precious;
and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame."

To you therefore who believe is the preciousness; but to the unbelieving, "The stone which
the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner,"

And, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; who stumble at the word, being
disobedient, to which also they were appointed.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people acquired for a
possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

But do not let this one thing escape you, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years and a thousand years like one day.

Since all these things are to be thus dissolved, what kind of persons ought you to be in holy
manner of life and godliness,

Expecting and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens,
being on fire, will be dissolved, and the elements, burning with intense heat, are to be
melted away?
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