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paragraph 1 of footnote 3

Referring to the heretical substitutes for the true God that were
brought in by the Gnostics and the Cerinthians, as revealed in this
Epistle and in John's Gospel and as referred to in the preceding
verse. The idols here also refer to anything that replaces the real
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organically one and who is eternal life to us. This is the aged
apostle’s word of warning to all his little children as a conclusion
to his Epistle.
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