
The Thanksgiving Blending Conference 
 

November 23-26, 2023 
 

GENERAL SUBJECT:  

THE ENJOYMENT OF CHRIST 

AND OUR GROWTH IN LIFE UNTO MATURITY 
 

Message Three 

Dealing with Our Heart  

for the Growth of the Divine Seed of Life within Us  

unto Our Maturity in Life for God’s Building in Life 
MC Hymns: 744 
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Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Matt 13:3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow. 
Matt 13:4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the way, and the birds came and devoured them. 
Matt 13:5 And others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much earth, and immediately they 

sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 
Matt 13:6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered. 
Matt 13:7 And others fell on the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 
Matt 13:8 But others fell on the good earth and yielded fruit, one a hundredfold, and one sixtyfold, and one 

thirtyfold. 
Matt 13:9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
Matt 13:18 You therefore hear the parable of the one who sowed. 
Matt 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand, the evil one comes and 

snatches away that which has been sown in his heart. This is the one sown beside the way. 
Matt 13:20 And the one sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy; 
Matt 13:21 Yet he does not have root in himself but lasts only for a time, and when affliction or persecution 

occurs because of the word, immediately he is stumbled. 
Matt 13:22 And the one sown in the thorns, this is he who hears the word, and the anxiety of the age and the 

deceitfulness of riches utterly choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
Matt 13:23 But the one sown on the good earth, this is he who hears the word and understands, who by all 

means bears fruit and produces, one a hundredfold, and one sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold. 
Prov 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, / For from it are the issues of life. 
Jer 32:39 And I will give them one heart and one way, to fear Me all the days, for their own good and for the 

good of their children after them. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through 

His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded 

in love, 
 

I. We must deal with our heart in the light of the Lord’s presence for the growth 

of the divine seed of life within us unto our maturity in life; the heart is the 

conglomerate of man’s inward parts, man’s chief representative, his acting 

agent: 
A. Our heart is a composition of all the parts of our soul—the mind, the emotion, and the will 

(Matt. 9:4; Heb. 4:12; Acts 11:23; John 14:1; 16:22)—plus one part of our spirit—the 

conscience (Heb. 10:22; 1 John 3:20). 
Matt 9:4 And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Why are you thinking evil things in your 

hearts? 
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
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and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit and of joints and marrow, and able 
to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Acts 11:23 Who, when he arrived and saw the grace of God, rejoiced and encouraged them all to 
remain with the Lord with purpose of heart; 

John 14:1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe into God, believe also into Me. 
John 16:22 Therefore you also now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, 

and no one takes your joy away from you. 
Heb 10:22 Let us come forward to the Holy of Holies with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our bodies washed 
with pure water. 

1 John 3:20 Because if our heart blames us, it is because God is greater than our heart and knows 
all things. 

B. The exercise of the spirit works only when our heart is active; if man’s heart is indifferent, 

the spirit is imprisoned within and is unable to show forth its capability—Matt. 5:3, 8; Psa. 

78:8. 
Matt 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens. 
Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Psa 78:8 That they might not be like their fathers, / A stubborn and rebellious generation, / A 

generation that did not set their heart right, / And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

C. The soul is the person himself, but the heart is the person in action; the heart is the acting 

agent, the acting commissioner, of our entire being. 

D. The activities and movements of our physical body depend on our physical heart; in like 

manner, our daily living, the way we act and behave, depends on what kind of psychological 

heart we have. 

E. The heart is the entrance and exit of life, the “switch” of life; if the heart is not right, life in 

the spirit is hindered, and the law of life cannot work freely and without obstruction to reach 

every part of our being; though life has great power, this great power is controlled by our 

small heart—Prov. 4:23; Matt. 12:33-37; cf. Ezek. 36:26-27. 
Prov 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, / For from it are the issues of life. 
Matt 12:33 Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree corrupt and its fruit 

corrupt; for by the fruit the tree is known. 
Matt 12:34 Offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 
Matt 12:35 The good man, out of his good treasure, brings forth good things, and the evil man, out 

of his evil treasure, brings forth evil things. 
Matt 12:36 And I say to you that every idle word which men shall speak, they will render an account 

concerning it in the day of judgment. 
Matt 12:37 For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned. 
Ezek 36:26 I will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take 

away the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 
Ezek 36:27 And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and My 

ordinances you shall keep and do. 
 

II. Our growth in life builds up the church as the Body of Christ, which takes place 

by the growth of Christ as the seed of life in our heart (1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:23; 

Col. 2:19; Eph. 2:21; 4:15-16; Matt. 13:18-23); we need to cooperate with the 

Lord by dealing with our heart so that it can be kept with the following 

characteristics: 
1 John 3:9 Everyone who has been begotten of God does not practice sin, because His seed abides in 

him; and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God. 
1 Pet 1:23 Having been regenerated not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, through the living and 

abiding word of God. 
Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit together 

by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God. 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
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Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint 

of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the 
growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Matt 13:18 You therefore hear the parable of the one who sowed. 
Matt 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand, the evil one comes 

and snatches away that which has been sown in his heart. This is the one sown beside the 
way. 

Matt 13:20 And the one sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 

Matt 13:21 Yet he does not have root in himself but lasts only for a time, and when affliction or 
persecution occurs because of the word, immediately he is stumbled. 

Matt 13:22 And the one sown in the thorns, this is he who hears the word, and the anxiety of the age 
and the deceitfulness of riches utterly choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

Matt 13:23 But the one sown on the good earth, this is he who hears the word and understands, who by 
all means bears fruit and produces, one a hundredfold, and one sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold. 

A. God wants our heart to be soft: 

1. When God deals with our heart, He takes away the heart of stone out of our flesh and 

gives us a heart of flesh, a soft heart—Ezek. 36:26. 
Ezek 36:26 I will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will 

take away the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 

2. To be soft means that our heart is submissive and yielding toward the Lord, not stiff-

necked and rebellious—cf. Exo. 32:9. 
Exo 32:9 And Jehovah said to Moses, I have seen this people, and indeed they are, a stiff-

necked people. 

3. A soft heart is the good earth in which Christ can freely grow; it is a heart that is not 

hardened by worldly traffic, that is without self-seeking, and that is without the anxiety 

of the age and the deceitfulness of riches—Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23. 
Matt 13:3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went 

out to sow. 
Matt 13:4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the way, and the birds came and 

devoured them. 
Matt 13:5 And others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much earth, and 

immediately they sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 
Matt 13:6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 

withered. 
Matt 13:7 And others fell on the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 
Matt 13:8 But others fell on the good earth and yielded fruit, one a hundredfold, and one 

sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold. 
Matt 13:9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
Matt 13:18 You therefore hear the parable of the one who sowed. 
Matt 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand, the evil 

one comes and snatches away that which has been sown in his heart. This is 
the one sown beside the way. 

Matt 13:20 And the one sown on the rocky places, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 

Matt 13:21 Yet he does not have root in himself but lasts only for a time, and when affliction 
or persecution occurs because of the word, immediately he is stumbled. 

Matt 13:22 And the one sown in the thorns, this is he who hears the word, and the anxiety 
of the age and the deceitfulness of riches utterly choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful. 

Matt 13:23 But the one sown on the good earth, this is he who hears the word and 
understands, who by all means bears fruit and produces, one a hundredfold, and 
one sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold. 

4. God softens our heart by using His love to move us; if love cannot move us, He uses 

His hand through the environment to discipline us until our heart is softened—2 Cor. 

5:14; 4:16-18; Heb. 12:6-7; cf. Jer. 48:11. 
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2 Cor 5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died 
for all, therefore all died; 

2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 
inner man is being renewed day by day. 

2 Cor 4:17 For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more 
surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory, 

2 Cor 4:18 Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things which are 
not seen; for the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are 
not seen are eternal. 

Heb 12:6 For whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He 
receives." 

Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons. For what 
son is there whom the father does not discipline? 

Jer 48:11 Moab has been at ease from his youth; / And he is settled on his lees / And has 
not been emptied from vessel to vessel; / Nor has he gone into exile. / Therefore 
his taste remains in him, / And his scent is not changed. 

B. God wants our heart to be pure: 

1. A pure heart is a heart that loves God and wants God; besides God, it has no other love, 

inclination, or desire—Matt. 5:8; Psa. 73:25; cf. Jer. 32:39. 
Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Psa 73:25 Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I desire 

on earth. 
Jer 32:39 And I will give them one heart and one way, to fear Me all the days, for their own 

good and for the good of their children after them. 

2. Our heart should be single for God so that we are fearful of nothing except offending 

Him and losing His presence—Psa. 86:11; Isa. 11:1-2. 
Psa 86:11 Teach me, O Jehovah, Your way; / I will walk in Your truth. / Make my heart 

single in fearing Your name. 
Isa 11:1 Then a sprout will come forth from the stump of Jesse, / And a branch from his 

roots will bear fruit. 
Isa 11:2 And the Spirit of Jehovah will rest upon Him, / The Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, / The Spirit of counsel and might, / The Spirit of the knowledge 
and fear of Jehovah. 

3. To be pure in heart is to have the single goal of accomplishing God’s will for God’s 

glory; our goal should be the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ—Phil. 3:7-14. 
Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of 

Christ. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
and based on faith, 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I 

may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 

Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which 
are before, 

Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me 
upward. 

4. We must pursue Christ “with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart”—2 Tim. 

2:22; 1 Tim. 1:5; Psa. 73:1. 
1 Tim 1:5 But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart and out of a good conscience 

and out of unfeigned faith; 
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Psa 73:1 Surely God is good to Israel, / To those who are pure in heart. 

C. God wants our heart to be loving: 

1. A loving heart is a heart in which the emotion loves God, wants God, thirsts after God, 

and yearns for God, having a personal, affectionate, private, and spiritual relationship 

with the Lord—42:1-2; S. S. 1:1-4. 
Psa 42:1 As the hart pants / After the streams of water, / So my soul pants / For You, O God. 
Psa 42:2 My soul thirsts for God, / For the living God. / When will I come and appear / 

Before God? 
S. S. 1:1 The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 
S. S. 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine. 
S. S. 1:3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; / Your name is like ointment 

poured forth; / Therefore the virgins love you. 
S. S. 1:4 Draw me; we will run after you 

2. We must turn our heart back to the Lord again and again and have it continually renewed 

so that we may have a new and fresh love toward the Lord—2 Cor. 3:16. 
2 Cor 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 

3. All spiritual experiences start with love in the heart; if we do not love the Lord, it is 

impossible to receive any kind of spiritual experience—Eph. 6:24; Rev. 2:4-5. 
Eph 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruptibility. 
Rev 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love. 
Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first 

works; but if not, I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its 
place, unless you repent. 

4. Our love for the Lord qualifies, perfects, and equips us to speak for the Lord with His 

authority; if we love the Lord to the uttermost, we will be filled and overflowing with 

Him—John 21:15-17; Matt. 26:6-13; 28:18-20. 
John 21:15 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 

John, do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know 
that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs. 

John 21:16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said 
to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep. 

John 21:17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was 
grieved that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, 
Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My 
sheep. 

Matt 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 
Matt 26:7 A woman came to Him, having an alabaster flask of ointment of great value, and 

she poured it on His head as He reclined at table. 
Matt 26:8 But when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, Why this waste? 
Matt 26:9 For this could have been sold for much and given to the poor. 
Matt 26:10 But Jesus, knowing it, said to them, Why do you trouble the woman? She has 

done a noble deed to Me. 
Matt 26:11 For the poor you have with you always, but you do not always have Me. 
Matt 26:12 For in pouring out this ointment on My body, she has done it for My burial. 
Matt 26:13 Truly I say to you, Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what 

this woman has done shall also be told as a memorial of her. 
Matt 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth. 
Matt 28:19 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Matt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you all the days until the consummation of the age. 

D. God wants our heart to be at peace: 

1. A heart at peace is a heart in which the conscience is without offense, condemnation, or 

reproach—Acts 24:16; 1 John 3:19-21; Heb. 10:22. 
Acts 24:16 Because of this I also exercise myself to always have a conscience without 
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offense toward God and men. 
1 John 3:19 And in this we will know that we are of the truth, and we will persuade our heart 

before Him, 
1 John 3:20 Because if our heart blames us, it is because God is greater than our heart and 

knows all things. 
1 John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart does not blame us, we have boldness toward God; 
Heb 10:22 Let us come forward to the Holy of Holies with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. 

2. If we confess our sins in the light of God’s presence, we receive His forgiveness and 

His cleansing so that we may enjoy uninterrupted fellowship with God with a good and 

pure conscience—1 John 1:7, 9; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3:9. 
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin. 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1 Tim 1:5 But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart and out of a good conscience 

and out of unfeigned faith; 
1 Tim 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 

3. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy the peace of God, 

which is actually God as peace mounting guard over our hearts and thoughts in Christ, 

keeping us calm and tranquil—Phil. 4:6-7. 
Phil 4:6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 

let your requests be made known to God; 
Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

4. We need to let the peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts by forgiving one another to put 

on the one new man—Col. 3:13-15. 
Col 3:13 Bearing one another and forgiving one another, if anyone should have a complaint 

against anyone; even as the Lord forgave you, so also should you forgive. 
Col 3:14 And over all these things put on love, which is the uniting bond of perfectness. 
Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called 

in one Body; and be thankful. 
 

III. We need to see the obstacles that God’s life encounters in our heart: 
A. The first problem that God’s life encounters in us is that we do not realize the darkness of our 

human concepts—2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4: 
2 Cor 3:14 But their thoughts were hardened; for until the present day the same veil remains at 

the reading of the old covenant, it not being unveiled to them that the veil is being done 
away with in Christ. 

2 Cor 4:4 In whom the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelievers that the 
illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, might not 
shine on them. 

1. We need to see that the only thing that matters in the Christian life is how we take care 

of the living Christ in us—Gal. 1:16; 2:20; 4:19; Phil. 1:19-21; 2 Cor. 3:18. 
Gal 1:16 To reveal His Son in me that I might announce Him as the gospel among the 

Gentiles, immediately I did not confer with flesh and blood, 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed in you, 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the 

bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my 
body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
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2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as from the Lord Spirit. 

2. Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim; many people 

have difficulty in their spiritual life after they are saved because they do not know the 

pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as their life—Rom. 8:6. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 

B. The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy—Matt. 6:2, 5; 7:5; 23:13-29: 
Matt 6:2 Therefore when you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be glorified by men. Truly I 
say to you, They have their reward in full. 

Matt 6:5 And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
men. Truly I say to you, They have their reward in full. 

Matt 7:5 Hypocrite, first remove the beam from your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove 
the splinter from your brother's eye. 

Matt 23:13 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you close off the kingdom of 
the heavens in the face of men; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow 
those who are entering to enter. 

Matt 23:14 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour the widows' houses, 
even while for a pretense you make long prayers. For this reason you shall receive 
greater judgment. 

Matt 23:15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you go about the sea and the dry 
land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much 
a son of Gehenna as yourselves. 

Matt 23:16 Woe to you, blind guides, who say, Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but 
whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound. 

Matt 23:17 Fools and blind men, which is greater, the gold or the temple which sanctifies the gold? 
Matt 23:18 And, Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift which 

is upon it, he is bound. 
Matt 23:19 Blind men, which is greater, the gift or the altar which sanctifies the gift? 
Matt 23:20 Therefore he who swears by the altar swears by it and by all the things upon it; 
Matt 23:21 And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by Him who dwells in it; 
Matt 23:22 And he who swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon 

it. 
Matt 23:23 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you give a tenth of the mint and 

the anise and the cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law-justice 
and mercy and faithfulness. But these you should have done and not neglected the 
others. 

Matt 23:24 Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but swallow the camel! 
Matt 23:25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup 

and the dish, but inwardly they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. 
Matt 23:26 Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and the dish so that their outside also 

may become clean. 
Matt 23:27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you resemble white-washed 

graves, which outwardly appear beautiful but inwardly are full of dead men's bones and 
all uncleanness. 

Matt 23:28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness. 

Matt 23:29 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build up the graves of the 
prophets and adorn the tombs of the righteous, 

1. A person’s spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes 

care of the indwelling Christ. 

2. Our natural goodness is false spirituality and is actually a great hindrance to life; the 

expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition and preference and 

simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us. 
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3. If we always do things according to our disposition and natural being, the outcome will 

always be hypocrisy. 

C. The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion—2 Cor. 10:4-5: 
2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful before God for the 

overthrowing of strongholds, 
2 Cor 10:5 As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the knowledge of 

God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of Christ. 

1. Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and 

requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us. 

2. However, if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting His leading 

or paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are rebellion. 

3. The sin that we commit the most frequently and most severely is not outward and visible; 

rather, it is the sin of disobeying the sense of Christ in us; Christ is living in us, and He 

is constantly giving us an inward sense of life—Rom. 8:6; 1 John 2:27; cf. Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 

6:20; 2 Cor. 2:12-14. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, 

and you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you 
concerning all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, 
abide in Him. 

Eph 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you, the Gentiles- 
Eph 4:1 I beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling 

with which you were called, 
Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I 

ought to speak. 
2 Cor 2:12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and a door was open 

to me in the Lord, 
2 Cor 2:13 I had no rest in my spirit, for I did not find Titus my brother; but taking leave of 

them, I went forth into Macedonia. 
2 Cor 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ and manifests 

the savor of the knowledge of Him through us in every place. 

D. The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability: 

1. Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord, are zealous for the Lord, and are very 

godly; nevertheless, their greatest problem is the strength and greatness of their 

capabilities and abilities; consequently, Christ has no ground or way in them. 

2. We may be capable and talented, but we do not consider these things as sin or filthiness; 

instead of despising our natural capabilities, we treasure them; if they remain unbroken 

in us, they will become a problem to Christ’s life. 

E. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in us, we must experience the breaking of the cross 

and allow these obstacles to be dealt with and removed—Matt. 16:24-25. 
Matt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow Me. 
Matt 16:25 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for 

My sake shall find it. 
 

IV. We need to see the subjective obstacles encountered by God’s life in our heart: 
A. The first subjective problem is the problem of our mind: 

1. If the things we want to do originate from our thoughts, then these things will be nothing 

more than religious activities, even if they are successful; they are not a testimony of 

Christ lived out from our spirit—cf. Phil. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16; Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2. 
Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
1 Cor 2:16 For who has known the mind of the Lord and will instruct Him? But we have the 

mind of Christ. 
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Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 

renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and well pleasing and perfect. 

2. Although we have the life of Christ within, we do not cooperate with Christ’s life in our 

thoughts and actions, and so this life cannot be lived out from us. 

3. When our mind is set on the spirit, our outward actions are in agreement with our inner 

man, and there is no discrepancy between us and God; He and we are at peace, not at 

enmity; the result is that we feel peaceful within—8:6. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 

B. The second subjective problem is the problem of our will: 

1. Even though our mind often understands the intention in our spirit, and we know the 

will of God, we are unwilling to submit and obey. 

2. We may understand, know, apprehend, and deeply sense that the Lord wants us to do a 

certain thing, but our will refuses to submit and surrender, and we lose the Lord’s 

presence. 

3. Both a strong will and a weak will to carry out the Lord’s will are hindrances to God’s 

life; a will that has been dealt with is both strong and pliable by being subdued and 

resurrected by the Lord; having a will that can cooperate with God is a great matter—

Phil. 2:13. 
Phil 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good 

pleasure. 

C. The third subjective problem is the problem of our emotion: 

1. Our emotion needs to have God’s emotion, and we need to fully enter into God’s 

emotion—2 Thes. 3:5; Phil. 1:8. 
2 Thes 3:5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the endurance of 

Christ. 
Phil 1:8 For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus. 

2. We should love whatever God loves, like whatever God likes, and hate whatever God 

hates; our emotion and His emotion should become one emotion—Eph. 5:25; 2 Cor. 

12:15; 1 Cor. 16:24; Rev. 2:6; Phil. 1:8. 
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her 
2 Cor 12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your souls. If I 

love you more abundantly, am I loved less? 
1 Cor 16:24 My love in Christ Jesus be with you all. 
Rev 2:6 But this you have, that you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  
Phil 1:8 For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus. 

D. We daily need to be strengthened into the inner man so that Christ as life can make His home 

in the main parts of our heart—our mind, will, and emotion—Eph. 3:16-17. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 
 

V. May the Lord have mercy upon us and open our eyes to see that the central work 

of God in this age is that man may gain His life and grow and mature in His life; 

our work should be the imparting and supplying of the Lord’s life to others; 

only the work that comes out of His life can reach His eternal standard and be 

accepted by Him—John 7:37-39a; 2 Cor. 4:10-12; 1 John 5:16a; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6. 
John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
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John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of 
living water. 

John 7:39a But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to 
receive; … 

2 Cor 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus also may 
be manifested in our body. 

2 Cor 4:11 For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

2 Cor 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you. 
1 John 5:16a If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give life to 

him, to those sinning not unto death. … 
2 Cor 3:3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ ministered by us, inscribed not 

with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone but in tablets of hearts of 
flesh. 

2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the letter 
but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 


