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note 3 Justice (wv. 1, 3-4) is righteousness passing through judgment. It is the
verdict of the judgment on righteousness. In this book it refers to salvation
as the result of God's judgment on Christ, the righteous One, which was
executed according to God's righteous law and completely fulfills all the
requirements of that law (cf. Gal. 2:19 and note 1). To establish justice in
the earth means to establish God's salvation as the issue of God's judgment
on Christ. God's salvation is of two aspects — justification as the judicial
aspect and the impartation of life as the organic aspect (Rom. 5:10, 18). God
justifies and imparts life to the believers based on Christ's redemption
accomplished through God's righteous judgment; this is justice. Christ will
come again when He finishes the establishing of God's justice, God's

salvation, in this earth.
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note 1 On the sea in the storm, the Lord had made the apostle not only the owner
of his fellow voyagers (27:24) but also their life-guarantor and comforter
(27:22, 25). Now, on the land in peace, the Lord made him furthermore not
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only a magical attraction in the eyes of the superstitious people (vv. 3-6) but
also a healer and a joy to them (vv. 8-9). All during the apostle’s long and
unfortunate imprisonmentvoyage, the Lord kept the apostle in His
ascendancy and enabled him to live a life far beyond the realm of anxiety.
This life was fully dignified, with the highest standard of human virtues
expressing the most excellent divine attributes, a life that resembled the one
that the Lord Himself had lived on the earth years before. This was Jesus
living again on the earth in His divinely enriched humanity! This was the
wonderful, excellent, and mysterious God-man, who lived in the Gospels,
continuing to live in the Acts through one of His many members! This was a
living witness of the incarnated, crucified, resurrected, and God-exalted
Christ! Paul in his voyage lived and magnified Christ (Phil. 1:20-21). It is no

wonder that the people honored him and his companions with many honors
(v. 10), that is, with the greatest respect and highest regard! An ambassador
sent by God should be treated by men with such respect and regard.
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